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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PGEN, PINS, SREF, WZ, MZ 

SUBJECT: SWAZI EMBASSY MAPUTO VIEWS ON SWAZI-MOZAMBIQUE RELATIONS 

1 . VISITING BLS DESK OFFICER MCCORMICK MET IN MAPUTO MAY 6 WITH 
SWAZI EMBASSY CHARGE GAMEDZE TO DISCUSS GOS-GPRM RELATIONS AND 
REFUGEES. GAMEDZE WAS RECENTLY REASSIGNED FROM WASHINGTON TO 
MAPUTO TO STRENGTHEN WHAT HE SAYS GOS BELIEVED WAS KEY BUT WEAK 
POST. 

2. GAMEDZE SAID RELATIONS HAD IMPROVED SUBSTANTIALLY SINCE 
DECEMBER WHEN GOS SENT DELEGATION TO MAPUTO TO COMPLAIN OF 
ELEMENTS IN GPRM WHO, HE SAID, WERE ACTIVELY CONSPIRING TO BRING 
DOWN SWAZI GOVERNMENT. GAMEDZE SAID MACHEL HAD BEEN UNAWARE OF 
ANTI-GOS ACTIVITIES WITHIN BRANCHES OF GPRM AND ASSURED SWAZIS 
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HE WOULD BRING THESE TO A HALT. GAMEDZE SAID THESE ACTIVITIES 
HAD INCLUDED FINANCING OF SOME SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES IN 
SWAZILAND BUT HAD BECOME MOST WORRISOME TO GOS WHEN THEY BEGAN 
TO INVOLVE DELIBERATE DISRUPTION OF SWAZI EXPORTS THROUGH MAPUTO. 
ACCORDING TO GAMEDZE, MACHEL WAS DEEPLY CONCERNED BY SWAZI 
DELEGATION'S ALLEGATIONS AND MOVED PROMPTLY TO STOP ANY ANTI-GOS 
ACTIVITIES BY SOME MOZAMBIQUE OFFICIALS. HOWEVER. THIS THREAT TO 
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SWAZI EXPORT LIFELINE HAD FRIGHTENED GOS INTO FINAL DECISION TO 
BUILD LONG-DEBATED ALTERNATIVE RAILROAD LINK TO SOUTH AFRICA, 

WHICH IN GAMEDZE'S OPINION WAS UNECONOMIC MOVE JUSTIFIABLE ONLY 
IF ANTI-SWAZI ELEMENTS IN GPRM HAD NOT BEEN REINED IN BY MACHEL. 

2. GAMEDZE BELIEVES ANTI-SWAZI FACTION IN GPRM IS CONCENTRATED 
AMONG PORTUGUESE AND GOAN COMMUNISTS WHO HE CLAIMS HOLD 
DISPROPORTIONATE INFLUENCE IN GPRM AT EXPENSE OF NATIVE 
MOZAMBICANS. HE BELIEVES SERIOUS COMMITMENT TO MARXIST-! .F.NINTST 
IDEOLOGY AND RHETORIC IS STRONGEST AMONG THIS GROUP AND SAYS HE 
HAS EXPERIENCED FEW DIFFICULTIES WITH "AFRICAN" MEMBERS OF GPRM 
IN HIS ATTEMPTS TO EXPAND SWAZI-MOZAMBICAN TRADE RELATIONS. 
GAMEDZE DENIES REPORT RECEIVED IN WASHINGTON OF A RECENT SECRET 
MEETING BETWEEN MACHEL AND KING SOBHUZA TO DISCUSS EXPANDED 
TRADE, SAYING SOBHUZA "HATES TO TRAVEL" AND THAT CONTACTS TOOK 
PLACE AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL AS PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED. HOWEVER, HE 
CONFIRMS INCREASING GOS WILLINGNESS EXPAND COMMERCIAL TIES 
AITH MOZAMBIQUE NOW THAT MBABANE'S CONCERNS ABOUT SECURITY 
BEGINNING TO EASE. 

3. GAMEDZE SAID DESPITE SWAZI DECISION TO REQUIRE VISAS OF ALL 
MOZAMBICAN VISITORS AS OF MAY 1, GOS DID NOT PLAN TO RESTRICT 
VISITOR TRAFFIC AND ACTUALLY INTENDED TO EASE RESTRICTIONS ON 
TRAVEL TO SWAZILAND BY COMMUNIST-BLOC REPRESENTATIVES IN MAPUTO 
(WHO ARE ANXIOUS TO BE ABLE TO GO TO SWAZILAND TO BUY FOOD AND 
CONSUMER GOODS NOT AVAILABLE IN MAPUTO). HE SAID REAL GOS CONCERN 
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WAS OVER (A) NUMBER OF MOZAMBICANS ILLEGALLY SETTLING IN 
SWAZILAND TO ESCAPE SPARTAN ECONOMIC RESTRICTIONS IN MOZAMBIQUE 
AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HIGH SWAZI WAGE LEVELS; AND (B) INFILTRATION 
OF AGENTS BY GPRM TO MONITOR ACTIVITIES OF MOZAMBICAN REFUGEES IN 
SWAZILAND. GAMEDZE SAID GOS BELIEVES SIGNIFICANT MINORITY OF 
REFUGEES FROM BOTH MOZAMBIQUE AND SOUTH AFRICA ARE ACTUALLY 
GPRM OR SAG SECURITY AGENTS. ASKED ABOUT UNHCR REPORTS THAT THREE 
MOZAMBICAN REFUGEES (SUPPOSEDLY FRELIMO DESERTERS) HAD RECENTLY 
BEEN RETURNED TO MOZAMBIQUE AND MIGHT FACE SEVERE PUNISHMENT, 
GAMEDZE SAID HE PERSONALLY BELIEVED THEY HAD BEEN GPRM AGENTS 
AND WOULD BE FREED BY MOZAMBICANS. AT LEAST, IT HAD BEEN REPORTED 
TO HIM THAT THEY HAD BEEN SEEN WALKING FREELY ABOUT MAPUTO. 

4. GAMEDZE SAID HE HAD ARGUED AGAINST GOS" RECENT CRACKDOWN ON 
PAC ACTIVISTS AMONG THE REFUGEES ON GROUNDS THAT NO THER COUNTRY 
WOULD TAKE THEM ONCE THEY HAD BEEN ARRESTED ON THESE CHARGES. 
INSTEAD, HE FELT GOS SHOULD HAVE APPROACHED PRESIDENT NYERERE FOR 
ADVANCE AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT THEM IN TANZANIA AND THEN SIMPLY PUT 
THEM ON PLANES FOR DAR ES SALAAM. HE PERSONALLY SYMPATHIZED WITH 
PAC AND NOT ANC. BUT WAS CONVINCED THE EVIDENCE AGAINST ARRESTED 
PAC ACTIVISTS WAS GENUINE. HE HAD BEEN ORDERED TO GO TO DAR ES 
SALAAM TO ESCORT PAC CENTRAL COMMITTEE LEADER LIBALO TO SWAZILAND 
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VIA MAPUTO TO WARN KING SOBHUZA OF PAC "CONSPIRACY'' AGAINST GOS. 

GAMEDZE HAD NOT BEEN PRESENT AT MEETING BUT UNDERSTOOD GOS, AFTER 
INTERNAL DEBATE, HAD DECIDED TO MAKE ARRESTS ONLY ON BASIS OF 
ACTUAL EVIDENCE SUPPLIED RATHER THAN ON BASIS OF LIBALO S 
"HIT LIST" SINCE LATTER WOULD INVOLVE GOS IN INTERNAL PAC POWER 
PLAY. NOW THAT THREAT HAD BEEN NIPPED IN BUD, HE FELT GOS 
WOULD NOT ACT AGAINST REMAINING REFUGEES. HE CONCEDED THAT IT 
WAS ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR WAYS TO PASS REFUGEES ON TO RESETTLEMENT 
COUNTRIES, BUT SAID IT WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT REFOUL THEM TO 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

STOKES 
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